SILA Frequently Asked Questions

How old do I have to be?

You must be at least 16 years old and under 21 when you apply.

Do I have to live on campus?  Where can I live?

You don’t have to live on campus although many youth in the SILA program do.  You can rent a room, live in a college dorm, or live in your own apartment, with or without a roommate.

Who can I live with?

You may live with relatives, friends or by yourself.

If I live on campus, what happens during the winter/summer breaks?
You and your case worker will make arrangements for you to live with a relative, a previous foster parent or with friends.  This arrangement will be made before you leave for school.

What happens if I move off campus or leave school?

You and your case worker will determine the best course of action for your personal situation.  You and your case worker will review your monthly budget as soon as you know that you want or need to move to make sure that you are able to afford your new living arrangement.  

Do I have to work and go to school?

Yes.  However, you do not have to do them at the same time.  You may work part-time and attend school full-time as long as it doesn’t interfere with passing your classes.  Or you may choose to attend school full-time and work during the breaks.  You may also work full-time and attend school part-time.  You and your case worker will work out an arrangement that works best for you.  

How do I apply?

You may obtain an application from your case manager, the Independent Living Coordinators, or your attorney.  You can also download an application at (INSERT OUR WEBSITE)

Do I have to be interviewed to get into the SILA program?  If so, what happens during the interview?

Yes.  During the interview, you will be asked questions about your educational and employment plans and goals.  You will also be asked about your finances and where you plan to live while in the SILA program.

Can I bring someone with me to the interview?

Yes, but it is not required.

How will I know if I got in to the program?

In most cases, you find out at the end of the interview.  You will also receive a letter which will tell you if you were accepted and what will happen next.

What happens if I don’t get in?

If you are not accepted into the SILA program and you disagree with the reason(s) stated in the letter, you may write a letter to the Independent Living Coordinator and request another SILA interview.  At that interview, you can tell us why you feel our decision was incorrect.  

What happens if I don’t get my check?

Contact your SILA case worker to let them know that you did not receive your check.  If you are unable to reach your case worker or the issue is not resolved, contact the case worker’s supervisor and then the unit manager.  If the issue is still not resolved, you or your case worker can contact the Ready By 21 program. 

Will the check cover all of my expenses?

No.  In the SILA program, you are responsible for contributing to the cost of your living arrangement.  

How much money will I get?

You will receive a portion of the foster care payment.  Currently, the SILA payment is $447.00 each month.

Who do I talk to if I have more questions?


You may speak with your case worker, your attorney, or the Ready by 21 Independent Living Coordinators at 443-423-5056 or 443-423-5764 to ask for further assistance.

