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What is the purpose of the
Safe Haven Program?
The Safe Haven Program is designed to
protect your newborn from danger or death
and to protect you from legal action due to
abandoning your baby. The program allows
you to hand over your unharmed infant,
within ten days of birth, without fear of
being arrested or prosecuted.

What do you mean by unharmed?
In this case, unharmed means that the
infant has not been abused or neglected
since the time of birth.

Where can I take my baby?
You can take your baby to any Maryland
hospital, clinic, or local police station.

When I get to the hospital or police
station, what should I say?
All you have to do is walk in and say, “This
is a Safe Haven baby,” and walk away. You
may be asked questions about the baby’s
health and family health history, but you
do not have to answer any questions if you
don’t want to. The medical history of your
baby will help the staff do a better job of
providing the medical care your baby needs.

I’m too scared. Can somebody take
the baby for me?
Yes they can. However it must be a
responsible adult over 18 years of age.
They just need to say, “This is a Safe
Haven baby.” They do not have to answer
any questions, but providing the baby’s
medical history would be helpful.

After I turn over the baby, what will
happen to him or her?
After you leave your baby at a Safe
Haven location, he or she will receive any
necessary medical attention before being
discharged to the local Department of
Social Services and placed for adoption.

Where can I get medical care?
Will I be asked questions?
If you are experiencing pain, heavy
bleeding, or have a fever, you should go
immediately to the nearest emergency
room or you can contact your medical
doctor for assistance. Your medical
provider may ask questions about your
medical condition. A social worker or
nurse can assist you with answering any
questions if you are not comfortable.
Remember, turning your unharmed
baby over to a Safe Haven location is not
against the law. You will not be arrested
and will not be in trouble with the law.

What if I change my mind?
The goal is to have your baby placed with
a permanent, stable family. However, if
you should change your mind, you will
need to call your local Department of
Social Services.

To learn more about this alternative to
abandonment, please contact your local
department of social services. All calls
can be anonymous. The number to your
local department of social services can
be found on the Maryland Department
of Human Resources’ web page. When
you call, ask to speak to someone about
Maryland’s Safe Haven program.
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